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The virgin shall be with child and bear a son 
As you progress in the revelation, every little detail about the Messiah appears increasingly clear to us. In the first revelation, Abraham is told that in his seed all the tribes of the earth shall be blessed. With Jacob, in the birthright given to Judas, the son of Abraham becomes king. With Moses he is also a prophet. With the Psalms the priesthood and a divine progeny dating back to the same eternity are added. In them the Messiah is also the man of great suffering. With David his kingdom will be eternal, without end. Every detail that adds gives a clearer science and a more comprehensive truth of the Messiah that the Lord will send onto our earth.
The Prophet with more details and particulars is certainly Isaiah. Today he tells us that the Messiah will be born of a virgin. He reveals us that the son that the virgin will give birth to, will have a new name, never given before, "Immanuel", "God-with-us." It is a revelation that upsets minds and hearts. The axis of descent moves: from the son of David to son of the virgin. As a prophecy cannot be undone by another prophecy, the Messiah will be the son of the virgin and will also be the Son of David. How this happens, only the eternal wisdom will establish it and only the divine omnipotence might achieve it. We are asked to believe that every Word that God says, is always turned by him into history. No Word is said vainly. The Messiah will be the son of the virgin and the son of David: "Then Isaiah said: Listen, O house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you also weary my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel"" (Is 7.10 to 17). Of this child that is born, the virgin shall be true mother. Since the one that is born, according to the revelation of the Psalms, is the Son of God, the Son generated by him in eternity, the Virgin is the true Mother of God.
The name "Immanuel" is not symbolic. On the contrary, it reveals and contains reality, essence and truth. The Son of the Virgin is the God with us. He is not with us a spiritual presence, of work, omnipotence, word, signs and wonders, just as God was with Moses. His physical presence is physical, real and in the flesh. He is the God-with-us, from the flesh and in the flesh. He is God with us, that lives with us, but in our flesh, not with a spiritual presence, as the Spirit that rested on every man of God was. His is an incarnation presence. He is the God-with-us, because he is the God who became flesh. He has become a real man. The Son of the Virgin is the Son of God who became a true man and true flesh. In the flesh, as a true man, he is the God that made his dwelling among us.
But this is only the first fruit of the incarnation, then there is the other one of redemption. In his flesh he takes all the sins of the world and atones them for us on the cross. Even this detail is announced by Isaiah with a great revelation. A truth that no prophet has revealed – even if in the symbol it is contained in the Book of Proverbs and in other prophecies - is the Eucharist, a truly new form of presence in our midst,  of the God-with-us. In the Eucharist, that is, under the species of bread and wine, the God-with-us gives himself to us in the sacramental signs to be our food and our drink of eternal life. It is the Eucharist that the "Immanuel" reaches the summit of his truth.
The Immanuel, in the incarnation, is the God made man. On the cross, he is the God who takes charge of all our faults to atone for them. In the Eucharist, the God-with-us is made the God-in-us, to transform our flesh, from the flesh of Adam into the flesh of the eternal Son of the Father. He is made God-in-us. He removes from our flesh the properties, details and characteristics of the flesh of Adam. He gives it the properties, details and characteristics of the flesh of the Son of God, very pure, chaste and holy flesh, capable of all obedience, ready to become, in the Son of God, who is the Son in us and for us, flesh of redemption and salvation.
In the Eucharist the prophecy on the Immanuel finds its perfect fulfilment. Through it we let ourselves be transformed into the flesh of the Son of God, abandoning all traces that remain of the flesh of Adam. Whom can the Eucharist be given to? It must be given to whoever wants to turn his flesh, from the flesh of Adam to the flesh of the Son of the Most Mighty. Receiving the Eucharist so that the flesh of Adam remains flesh of Adam, has no meaning either of faith, or of dogmatic truth and or of moral science. Not because one is flesh of Adam, but because he does not want to become Christ's flesh, flesh for the holocaust so that the redemption of sins is carried out. One receives the flesh of Christ to become flesh of Christ.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, You are the Virgin in whose womb the Son of the Eternal Father took flesh and became a real man. Help us to understand that in the Eucharist, we, too, take the flesh of Christ to be transformed from Adam's flesh into the flesh of Christ for the redemption and salvation of the world. Only he who becomes flesh of Christ, through the flesh of Christ, might bring salvation upon the earth. Holy Mother, help us so that we never take in vain the flesh of Christ to remain flesh of Adam.
Father Costantino Di Bruno
 
Staying on the cross is the way of salvation
Reflections starting from the Homily of H.H. Francis for the closing of the Jubilee of Mercy (20/11/2016)
"The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe crowns the liturgical year and this Holy Year of mercy [...] His kingship is paradoxical: his throne is the Cross" (Homily).
What is the cross? The cross is the way to enter the Kingdom of God. "If any man wants to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. Who wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it" (Lk 9, 23-24). What is this cross made of? Of obedience to the Father's will! This is what St. Paul to the Philippians reveals us: "He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even to death on a cross. Therefore God exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name" (2: 8-9).
If the cross is the way of the Kingdom and it is made of obedience to the Word of God, what is the temptation that wants to prevent us from entering heaven? "The leaders of the people, the soldiers and a criminal. All these mock Jesus. They address him the same provocation: "Let him save himself!" [...] It is the most terrible temptation, the first and last ones of the Gospel. But faced with this attack on the personal way of being, Jesus does not speak, does not react, does not defend himself; he does not try to convince, he makes no apologetics of his kingship. Rather, he continues to love, forgive, lives the time of the test according to the will of the Father, sure that love will bear fruit" (Homily). This is the temptation that every day we must defeat: that of saving ourselves coming down from the cross of obedience to the Will of the Lord! Christ did not come into the world to free us from the cross, but to help us to carry the cross, to support us in this way that leads to His Kingdom. If we want to get off it, get rid of it, we have to disobey the Word of the Lord. For what is a divorce? Getting rid of the husband or wife in marriage they become one the other's cross; that is, one the way of  salvation of the other. A Christian is one who, between saving himself and carrying the cross, chooses to carry the cross, because carrying the cross means loving. When you love every cross can be carried.
Loving means being crucified for the other. But loving who? God, only God. For love of the Lord you do not divorce, you do not become an adulterer, you do not steal, you do not kill, you turn the other cheek, you go to Mass on Sundays, you live in communion with all the brothers and sisters, you are not envious or jealous, you do not slander and do not despise. Whoever loves the Lord does not disobey any of his Word no and when this obedience asks him to carry a cross, he does it. Who loves Jesus, as He loves the Father, prefers to die on the cross rather than go from it, get rid of it and save his own life. The way of reigning of Christ is made this love: "But it would be a small thing to believe that Jesus is King of the universe and the centre of history, without making him become the Lord of our lives: all of this is in vain if we do not welcome him personally and if you do not we also welcome his way of reigning" (Homily).
When does the cross become heavy? When we rebel against it rather than welcoming, accepting and embracing it. The welcome of the cross makes it sweet, soft and light. 
When do we welcome the cross? When we look at it as a way to atone for our sins, just as the "good thief" confesses: "Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal" (Lk 23.40 to 41). That "justly" he manifests honesty, sincerity, having analyzed the personal life in the light of God's Word; it reveals acceptance of punishment, confession of the own sin. Recognizing your sins is the beginning of the journey in Grace. Admitting of having transgressed the Law of the Lord and wanting to atone for the personal faults, means opening the door of heart and soul to the grace of God. "In the Gospel appears another character, closer to Jesus, the evildoer who begs him saying: "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom" (v. 42). This person, simply looking at Jesus, believed in his kingdom. And he did not close in on himself, but with his mistakes, his sins and his troubles he turned to Jesus. He asked to be remembered and experienced God's mercy: "Today you will be with me in Paradise" (v. 43). Just as we give him a chance, God, remembers us. He is ready to erase sin completely and forever, because his memory does not record the harm done and does not always take account of the wrongs received, the way ours does. God has no memory of sin, but of us, of each of us, his beloved children. And He believes that it is always possible to start over and get up again" (Homily).
Then, the mercy of God is that Divine Force that does not unnail us from the crosses that are produced by this world and our sins but it helps us to carry them as it has helped Jesus Christ to carry his. However, mercy will act in us if we begin to confess our sins comparing our lives, our choices, our thoughts, our feelings and our faith with the Word of the Gospel.
Carrying the cross and dying holily on it has, finally, another great benefit. Many believed in Jesus when he performed miracles, healed the blind, the deaf, the lame, the dumb, or when he has set man free from hunger with the multiplication of the loaves or when he cast out demons, or even when he taught with wisdom and authority. But here is when the centurion, a pagan, opens to the faith: "The centurion who witnessed what had happened glorified God and said, "This man was innocent beyond doubt" (Lk 23,47).
If we accept our cross like Christ Jesus, then we will not be alone: ​​"Our Lady was also near the cross, she gave birth to us there as the tender Mother of the Church that desires to gather all under her mantle. Beneath the cross She saw the good thief receive forgiveness and took the disciple of Jesus as her son. She is the Mother of mercy, to whom we commit ourselves: our every situation and every prayer addressed to her merciful eyes, will not remain unanswered" (Homily). She is the Mother of the Redemption who stayed, stays and will stay at the foot of the cross of Her Son Jesus and of every one of her children who will welcome his own cross, will carry it and will remain nailed on it like Him.
Father Antonio Severino


THEY FOUND MARY AND JOSEPH AND THE INFANT
(Our Most blessed Lady, Mother of God)

THIS IS HOW YOU SHALL BLESS THE ISRAELITES (Num 6.22 to 27)
Blessing is not a magic act. For it to produce a fruit of light, it is necessary that the one who blesses and the one who is blessed are in the Word of the Lord. One blesses from the Word, in the Word, in order to live the Word. If the priest wants to bless with fruit, he must be in the Word. If the faithful ask for the blessing, they too must first enter into the Word. They get converted, they ask God to make them blessed again, so that they can produce fruits of blessing. You do not ask for the blessing to continue to sin. Blessing a dry tree is useless. Even blessing a dead Christian, because he is out of the Commandments,  is a useless thing. God is in the Word, the priest blesses from the Word. The people must be in the Word. The blessing of God is Christ Jesus. You get into Christ, we become his body, we live as his body, we are blessed by the Heavenly Father. Apart from Christ there is no true blessing.

GOD SENT HIS SON, BORN OF A WOMAN (Gal 4,4-7)
Jesus is the only true Son of God, because He is the one, the only begotten Son of the Father in eternity, in the today before creation. Since he is the true Son of the Father made true flesh, true man, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, She rightly is truly the Mother of God. From Her the Eternal Person is born. The person becomes flesh and is born. Maria carries in her womb the Son of the Most Mighty and give him to the light as a true Mother. Why is Jesus born? Because in Him, through the work of the Holy Spirit that makes us his body, we all become true children of God, not by generation, but by adoption. We are made by the Holy Spirit sons in the Son of God, the body of his body, and in Him, we also become partakers of the divine nature. In Christ we are true children of God and true children of Mary. The true Mother of God is also the true Mother of every child of God. It is a unique and unrepeatable motherhood. She only is the true Mother of God, only she is the true Mother of every true child of God.

KEPT ALL THESE THINGS (Lk 2.16 to 21)
The "things" of God are so precious and call for a high custody. Nothing is lost, worn, dilapidated and neglected. The Church, following the example of the Mother of Jesus, must keep everything placed by God in her hands: Body of Christ, Eucharist, Holy Spirit, sacraments, ministries, charismas, every gift of grace and truth. This obligation is also of every Christian. The first thing to be preserved is the Word. It must be taken care that no error enters into it. Only one error introduced in the Word, for lack of vigilance, ruins all the Word and from the Word of life it is made to become a word of death. Today it is as if no one were responsible for anything anymore. The Word is falsified, the grace is thwarted, the sacraments are exposed to nullity or worse yet to sacrilege, with an ease that leaves you breathless. Sound morality is disappearing and nobody takes care about its custody. We must give account to the Lord. Everyone is responsible for his part. Everyone must guard grace, truth, ministry and charisma that have been entrusted to him. Without keeping, Satan takes away all things from the heart.

THIS IS MY SON MY BELOVED
(Baptism of the Lord Year A)

AS A COVENANT OF THE PEOPLE, A LIGHT FOR THE NATIONS (Is 42,1-4.6-7)
At Mount Sinai the Covenant was signed on the basis of the Law. Now the Alliance's foundation is the Messiah. The alliance is stipulated in Him, with Him, through Him. This prophecy is fulfilled in the Eucharist. The body of Christ is offered in sacrifice. His blood is the new covenant. The Word of the new covenant is no longer that of the Father, but that of his Messiah. He does not only come for the children of Abraham, but also for the children of every people and nation. He is the light, truth and justice of all. Today, since the Church is the body of Christ and it is she the one that continues the mission of the Messiah, it is up to her to enter into the alliance in the body and blood of her Lord with every people, making every man his body. It is up to her to be the light of Christ for the nations. It is she who has to give the light of Christ to all peoples and nations. If she renounces, Christ ceases to be light of the nations. He is no longer the Christ of God, he is a human Christ, without his truth.
 
ANOINTED JESUS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND POWER ​​(Acts 10.34 to 38)
Confessing that Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, Peter reassures Cornelius and us all. We have no need to seek salvation elsewhere. It is all in Jesus. Now Cornelius knows why Peter is in his house: to announce him Christ, so that he believes in Christ, is illuminated by his light and transformed by his grace in order to be saved. Salvation is not out of Christ, but in Christ, through Christ and with Christ. By a divine mandate, the Church is obliged to shout to every man that the only Saviour and Redeemer is Jesus. It is not God the Saviour, but Christ, because the Father has decided by an eternal counsel to save only with Him, in Him and for Him. If the Church does not proclaim Christ according to the fullness of his truth, the nations are lost, but the Lord will call to account those who have failed to preach, proclaim, announce to the world that only in Jesus and in no other there is Salvation, Redemption, Justification and Peace.

WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED (Mt 3,13-17)
The Word of the Father - This is my Son, the beloved. In Him I am well pleased - reveals that all his promises have been fulfilled. The Messiah who comes into the world is Jesus of Nazareth. When the prophecy becomes history, it must be believed not as a pure  and simple prophecy anymore, it must be welcomed as a prophecy that is being fulfilled, as a word that has become history. You no longer believe in the prophecy, but in the history the result of prophecy. Who does not believe in the prophecy which has become history, he does not even believe in the prophecy. A prophet has announced an event. We await it. Another prophet says that the expected event has taken place. We do not believe him. We simply do not believe in the prophecy, because we do not believe in the fulfilment that is given to the prophecy. Many read the Scripture committing a grave error. These do not believe in the truth of Scripture that is accomplished, but in the "truths" that they give it. Today the prophets of the New Testament testify that every ancient prophecy was fulfilled in Christ Jesus. Who does not believe in Jesus Christ, does not simply believe in the prophecy.

ROME, H.E. Msgr. Marciante: The Apostolic Movement, a shoot inspired by the Spirit of the Council

"Man has forgotten the true content of Christmas and for this reason ecclesial realities like the Apostolic Movement, born to proclaim and remind the gospel to the world, are necessary." With these words, H.E. Mgr. Giuseppe Marciante, Bishop of the Diocese’s eastern sector, has opened on last December 4 the catechesis of the Apostolic Movement of Rome, having as main theme "Standing on the side of God and men. The joy and beauty of the Christian family."
As part of the Eucharistic celebration, which Mons. Marciante wanted to hold in a church of his sector, the St. Mary Help of Christians Basilica, the bishop has indicated the Apostolic Movement as "one of the shoots that the Spirit of the Council has given to the Church for the new evangelization", in a context in which "the world has forgotten Jesus Christ," and "Europe itself has lost the soul of its birth and its integrity which is the faith in Christ."
In this incessant activity, two are the models which we should always draw our inspiration from: the Virgin Mary and John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, voice of one that cries in the wilderness and announces the coming of God on Earth.
Therefore, the Bishop has stressed the importance of the activity carried out by the Apostolic Movement for catechesis open to all and, in particular, addressed to adults who "often are ignorant of the Gospel message." Like John the Baptist, the adherents of the Apostolic Movement indicate the presence of the Lord and they themselves feed the Bread of the Word and become the voice to enable the Word and the Logo to speak." "This is what your charisma seems to me - said the bishop - as it is described in the presentation of the book of the same inspirer, Mrs. Maria Marino, "In the desert I met the Truth":" The first service of the Movement is evangelization, each member of the Apostolic Movement is engaged in this delicate service of giving a new soul to the world. [...] The mission of the Movement is to bring Christ to men and men to Christ, the Christ of the Gospel, the Christ of the Pope and the bishops, the Christ of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church with the Word and the testimony in every place where people live and work.'"
Then, it is a matter of a "charisma of new evangelization", the bishop summed up, noting that this "hungry humanity of Christ" will be the more able to listen as the more He will be proclaimed with absolute simplicity, according to the masterly example of Pope Francis.
Therefore, Msgr. Marciante concluded giving us the "apostolic mandate to proclaim to all, to remind everyone that Jesus is in our midst, that Christ is the Living One, and only if he is the Living One he can save us from sin and death."
Let us pray to the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, so that with her motherly blessing may enable us to fulfil the apostolic mandate entrusted to us here and make us effective agents of the new evangelization.
Francesca Petrillo, Diocesan Secretary



THE MAGI

You were wise.
You saw the star, the light.
Let's go.
It is God's.
You followed it with love.
You were certain: it would have led you to the truth.
Herod did not scare you.
How could have he if God was with you?
You went on...
The truth:
a Woman,
pure and beautiful, in a poor and humble grotto,
had given the world Justice, Peace, Love.
Joseph,
with your faith,
listened to the words of the Angel,
you said yes to God,
you took with you, as your Spouse,
the One who gave the world the Light.
Magi,
today also, you would suffer a lot,
seeing the man in darkness, in falsehood;
troubled by the coming of Christ Jesus.
Man,
the star today also shows you the way,
wants to lead you to the truth.
But you say first and then you deny,
you teach the truth with the lips
and deny it with your heart.
You say you believe and you fight your Saviour.
You want to go to the grotto to kill the born King.
Christ Jesus is not a tale,
he is a history of death and resurrection,
he is a history that calls you to the truth,
that tells you: "Come and see".
Man,
get converted and his truth will also shine in you.
You will recognize it
because the Holy Spirit lives and dwells in you.
His light will illuminate your steps
and the lie will have no place in your heart.
Go, man...
Go meet the truth of your Lord
and proclaim his wonders.
Maria Marino

