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Blessed are you among women
Today, through the mouth of Elizabeth, the Holy Spirit reveals who Mary, the Virgin of Nazareth is. He also manifests who the Child that is in her womb is. Mary is the Mother of the Lord of Elizabeth. The Psalm of David is fulfilled in Mary: "The Lord's prayer to my Lord: sit at my right hand, until I place your enemies as the footstool of your feet." The Child she carries in her womb is the Lord, it is God. In fact, the Lord of Elizabeth is God. But, yet the distinction between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit has not been revealed. At the due time, the Holy Spirit will be the one to tell us that the Lord, that is in Mary's womb, is the Only Son of the Father, his Eternal Word: "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us; and we have contemplated his glory, glory as of the only Son, that comes from the Father, full of grace and truth. We have all received from his fullness: grace upon grace. Because the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. God, no one has ever seen him: the only Son, who is God and is in the bosom of the Father, it is he who has revealed him" (Cf. Jn 1,1-18).
Mary is blessed among all women for having been chosen by the Lord to be the Mother of his eternal Son. Only she has had this privilege. No other woman has ever had it, never might she have it. She is the only one in whose womb God, the Son of God, he by whom all that exists has been made, has become the true Son of man. In her God became flesh and for her he came into the world. She is the true Mother of God. Christ Jesus is flesh from her flesh, life from her life and bone from her bones. This is the great privilege that has been accomplished in her life. Today, tomorrow and always, this honour must be given to Mary. Who honours, adores and celebrates God as it should be, according to truth, must always confess that He has done great things for Mary. Indeed, in the order of creation there is nothing greater than this. If we admire heaven and earth, we must admire the great miracle worked in Mary infinitely more.
What happened in Mary did not take place without her faith. the Holy Spirit also sings this truth through the lips of Elizabeth: "Blessed is she who believed in the fulfilment of what the Lord said to her." We know that Mary's faith is great. She has surrendered herself entirely to her God: "Behold the servant of the Lord: may come to me according to your word". From this moment Mary is only and all of the Lord, all in the soul, all in the spirit, all in the body, all in the will and all in the desires. Mary is erased for herself. She is annihilated in an obedience that is stronger than that of Abraham. What Abraham was spared, she had to fulfil it. On the Golgotha ​​she really, truly and substantially offered her Son to the Father and in the Son she offered herself. Mother of the Redemption, come to our aid. Ensure that the Holy Spirit also through our mouth, reveals to the world today your truth and what the Lord has done for you.
Msgr. Costantino Di Bruno
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WHOSE ORIGIN IS FROM OF OLD (Mic 5: 1-4)
The prophet Micah announces to the Lord's people the place in which his Messiah will be born tomorrow. It is a solemn prophecy. The event is highly supernatural. He who is born is not a king like all other kings: "And you, Bethlehem of Ephratah, so small to be among the villages of Judah, from you will come through me the one who must be the ruler in Israel; his origins are from antiquity, from the most remote days. He will rise and graze with the power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. They will be safe, because he will then be great to the far ends of the earth. He himself will be peace!" The Messiah has divine and not only human origins. Even his government attests to him a divine and not only human force. Even the peace that he will bring to the earth is different than any other peace. He is peace and peace is in him and we live for him. In the Messiah there reigns a mystery that is beyond, infinitely beyond every created mind.

BEHOLD, I COME TO DO YOUR WILL (Heb 10.5-10)
The Letter to the Hebrews reveals why Christ was able to work human redemption: for the offer of his body to the Father. How was this offer and this holocaust made? Making Jesus himself obedient to the Father until death on the cross. In Christ Jesus obedience is in the gift of his whole life to the Father: life of the soul, of the spirit, of the body and of his will. Jesus kept nothing for himself. Instead, he offered everything to his Father. For this gift of love, because he confessed him the only Father and Lord of his life, the Father gave him as a gift the multitudes, that is, the whole of humanity. This gift is called objective redemption. This redemption must become subjective. When does it become it? When man hears the Word of Jesus, obeys it and makes of his life a gift to the Father on the model and example of Lord Jesus. One becomes one body, he must become one obedience, one offering and one sacrifice.

BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB (Lk 1,39-45)
In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit sang the mystery of Christ Jesus through the prophets. Reading the ancient prophecies, without omitting any of them, you will notice that everything is written of Him. It is written what happens in heaven, before the Incarnation; what happens on earth with his mission and after with his glorious ascension; what happens from heaven for the eternal centuries. Today, through the voice of Elizabeth, the Holy Spirit reveals who the Child that Mary carries in her womb is. It is the Lord of Elizabeth, her God and her Creator. Mary is the Mother of her Lord, of her God and Creator. The Lord, the God of Elizabeth and her Creator is also her Saviour and her Redeemer. Mary is blessed among women. But Jesus is also the blessed fruit. Not only is he the blessed fruit, but also the fruit in which the Father has placed the blessing of every man, every nation and every people. Whoever wants to be blessed might be it in Christ, through Christ and with Christ. Without Christ no blessing, because He is the blessed fruit from which blessing spreads out.




The Christian: a luminous sign of Christ
Reflections starting from the Speech of H.H. Francis on the occasion of the LXI Giornata Pro orantibus (21.11.2018)

The Holy Father Francis addressed his Speech to the religious who follow Christ in the contemplative life, who - the Pope affirms - "participate in the mission of the Church being the praying heart in her". These are the cloistered monks and nuns, who consecrate their whole life to prayer and to the contemplation of God, loved and desired above all.
For the Pontiff, they are like "lighthouses that signal the port to whoever is lost on the high seas, [...] torches that illuminate the dark night we are going through, [...] sentinels who announce the new day when it is still night".
The thought that underlies the Pope's words is clear. The life of these people is different than that of the world and this difference is visible to everyone. Anyone who sees their life must indeed admit that it is different from their own. This visible difference is a sign of an invisible difference, created in man by the grace operating in the sacraments: of the new life of the children of God, a life "hidden with Christ in God!" (Col 3: 3).
The life of the cloistered monks obeys to particular rules of life approved by the Church, which entail also a physical separation from the world, realized through the cloistered life of the monastery. This way is not universal, but particular. It is not a rule for everyone, but only for some.
Instead, it is the universal vocation of every baptized person to show the world the difference that Christ, with his truth and his grace, created in him. With baptism, man is consecrated to Christ. This does not imply a physical separation from the world, but it certainly involves a separation from all that is sin, it is not the will of God and it is not the desire of Christ.
This evangelical difference, visible to the eyes of the world, is a constitutive feature of the life of the Church. Forms change over the centuries, but the substance remains the same. Every Christian is constituted in Christ the lighthouse that must signal the safe harbour; torch that must illuminate the night; sentinel that must announce the new day: "You are the light of the world. [...] Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Mt 5,14.16).
While the Christian is in the world, the world must see the difference between the Christian and itself. The Christian is in the world, but he is not of the world (see John 17:16) because he belongs to Christ, who redeemed him at a high price (see 1Pt 1: 18-19). His life, his words, his works cannot conform to those of the world, they must necessarily be different. However, not of an artificial difference, built on a theoretical level, but of that difference which is the result of the new nature of the baptized. It is the Gospel put into practice that makes the difference.
Seeing the difference, the world is led to question its causes, it is almost "forced" to raise its gaze to Christ. The life of the Christian is the luminous sign that questions, attracts and conquers to Christ. Words, without the sign of evangelical life, are of little use, they do not create new life around us.
Mother of the Redemption, ensure that we remind the world of the Word of your Son, speaking from the light of a different, evangelical life.

Father Davide Riggio




"I listen to you" - In dialogue with the students

I listen to you. Young people protagonists in the Church and in society. This is the title chosen by the Apostolic Movement for its 10th international convention.
For the occasion, the School Pastoral Office of the Archdiocese of Catanzaro-Squillace sent the city schools to a meeting with one of the speakers of the convention, Professor Antonio Cerasa, a neuroscientist of the CNR, who dwelt previously with the students at the E. Scalfaro Technical Institute in Catanzaro, on the morning of November 26, for a moment of reflection and involvement.
Guys and teachers were welcomed by the greetings of the Regional Assistant of the Apostolic Movement - fr Gesualdo De Luca - by the School Master of the host Institute - prof. Vito Sanzo - and Dr. Annamaria Fonti Iembo, Head of the diocesan office of school ministry, who thanked the Masters that accepted the invitation, for having allowed their students to live, in the logic of listening to the younger generation, a moment of formative dialogue on the most sensitive issues that are often solicited by the young people themselves. Those same young people that so often prove to be to us adults - to us who we are dealing with them, in the hard and at the same time wonderful daily work in our classrooms - a world in itself, almost far from ours and impenetrable and for whom we give so much, as teachers.
The charisma of the young engaging, dynamic, even unconventional professor Cerasa, was what attracted the attention of the students; he with an attitude to no professorship walked into the audience among the boys, talking with them and answering their questions. The starting point of the comparison was offered by some slides projected on a big screen, which reported the results of one of his researches conducted, in the days before the convention, on a sample of about two hundred people, young and adults, to check if more or less there is a listening problem. From the graphs with the results obtained, it is clear that the world of adults and the world of young people, apparently so far away, have much in common as regards expectations, fears and priorities. Just one example: when asked "What is more important to you?", young people and adults have responded in exactly the same way. The important things in life are family, love and friendship. So many were the questions and so many the answers given.
The short speech of fr Davide Marino, professor of ecclesiastical history, who spoke on behalf of the organizers of the convention, drawing inspiration from his vocational experience in the Apostolic Movement and from his experience as a young priest, was also very appreciated. His words manifested an evident interesting commitment to dialogue with the youth world; he conducted his talk with a fresh and immediate communicative style, in search of a sincere confrontation and, at the same time, making a suggestion to an educational offer not bent downwards, which aroused a very favourable impression among the students.
Having to sum up what has been listened to and what each of us lives on a daily basis, probably yes, it is undeniable that there is a problem linked to listening, but there is also the hope that this can be dealt with. The strategy of the transition from the I to the You, as Professor Cerasa defined it. We all exist only if someone listens to us and especially if we listen to one another with our heart. It is necessary to sacrifice a bit of our I so that there may be a You ... Listening.
Emanuela Guzzo

